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REPORT OF XIWANIS| INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTIONGMONTREAL , 1926.
The revort og your délegate to the Kiwanis International
Conve ntion at Montreal for the year 1926 will be essentially
Feenal
of severs? trend.This affalr proved to be of such magnitude
that details can hardly flnd,place in any sketch of limited
proportions. 3
Our Lieut.Governor,Ggofge Imrie,has covered largely the
more serious and business features of the convention now of
rast history.
And accor&ghgly,by~mutual understanding,it will be for me
to dwell more particularly on aspects incident to the recent
Internationsal Viwanls gatherlng rather than to attempt to por-

tray,piecemesl ,the tec3”?a1  findings of’ébnventlon deliberations.

Before 01031ngj’f n; ive,however,I shall endeavor to deal,

though brleflv With a few outstanding features which characterized
the convention at Montreal.

In the first instance|it shall be within the province of
these observations to give some consideration to that which,from

1ts verv nature should ol belelve ;be of interest particularly to

“Callfornla and iealdsburg uywanlans.

I shall ever insist,t&at,so far as Californians are con-
cerned,the Special Kiwanis E&eursion from the Golden State to
Montreal ,constituted s most 31gn1f10 ant and integral part of the
long-to-be-remembered conventlon pf 1926.

Ta&e away that seven day and seven night excursion to the
convention city;forget those | associations and friendships estab-
lished;the wholesome 1mpressions gained of things Kiwanis;the
lessons iearned or beleifs confirmed with respect to this great
service organization;lose siéht of the joys and thrills attend-
ant t% this historical Callférnia Kiwanis Excursion,and,to us
from~$ﬁz farthest removed Alwanlan State there would be missing
from the é;nventlon volumne ﬁor 1926 a most interesting and
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illuminating chapter..
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And this,my two fold #heme,shall be: Excursion first,

?&@nﬁreal,last.

'Twas 2 A.M. at Oaklsnd
colony in Pullman Neg. 560 we
sleev,and George Imrie,in g
initial number of his revor

Ye were awakenedjhow
more sonorous strains of "S
O'clock in the Morning" ,and

and classic in composition.

A band of forty piec

pier,May the 3lst.lMost of our

re Just getting the first wink of
thorogoing manner ,was snoring the
toire of nasal selections.

ever, by other and still more wierd,
how me the Way to go Home","Three

Mt lA e

ether selections equally aprovos

©8 ,~-39 Jjass horns and one portable

organ was serenading each car to a degree not calculated to

encourage sleep.One hour later another awakening.In deep gutteral

but penetrating voice we were admonished to “sleep soundly”,

"rest in veace" ,"be not disturbed” and the like,until the last

intruder had rassed to another car to bestow similar blessings

uvon its slumbering occupants.

This was the now famou
with,and secondly,without th
I listened to such music in
in days of war.But this band
rehearsal.

And thus we were off t
istic of many activities on

Up thru the beautiful
Here was our first reception

9§ere were scores of awaiting

ride up and down the magnificient

8 Dollar and Twenty Cent Band,at first
eir grotesque instruments.lNever have:

time of peace,nor shall I hope to hear

improved with age and frequent

o a thrilling start,-a start character-
our long and interesting Journey.
bhasta country and on to Portland.

rdere was the local Club in a body.

cars and soon we were on our 80 mile

Columbia. To attempt a descrip-

tion of this wonderland would be to rob you of that thrill which

only can be gotten by persons

cregtion here.

a1l communication with the besuties of
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Ye,by rare and bounteous fortune were permitted to receive this
thrill.Go thou,fherefore,and do likewise.

And here's‘a cheer for iwanian Julius Meyer.Aind here's a
grateful vote of thaﬁks to this considerate host.It was an
avvetitizing and substantial luncheon served at his magnificient
country home on the heights overlooking the glorious Columbis.

The Northwest country is rich in voint of vegatable and
animal life.But of the latter classification no creature provoked
so much interest as did the "Galloping Govher".Regularly at
5 P.y. and for each day on our long journey,this unique little
creature was released from ifts den in the guise of a daily paper.
For that was its name, and it gallopped the rounds of our dozen
coaches and reposed in the laps of each and every traveler until
its columns were esgerly read and enjoyed by all.

This f‘rst issue,having‘been read and vplaced on file,we found
our “"special” pulling into Séattle.it was evening.usnthusiasm was
fast increasing.ill were in most havpy frame of mind.Yes,and
happier still as we were received at the station in the open arms
of a galaxy of gaudily dressed young Seattle maidens.Such apparent
affection,such fdnd and fervent embraces a few of us retiring men
had never experiémced a thousand miles fronm home.(insert here)

Here,all anticivations |were outstripped.Here,in the waiting
was the Kiwanis Club of Seattle.The dinner,the expressions of
friendship through the medis |of svecch and song,the artistically
aﬁnointeﬁ banguet hall,the catchy stunts,the dance and a2ll ,made
for an evening of delight an gratification. (parting wrd,inseert)

On the following morning we pulled into the Canadian city of
Vancouver.O,Canada!The land for which we've longed?%ith you we
sing,God Save the Xing.Your b essings we do now implore.VWe iove
your realm from shore to shore.

No words of mine can tell you of our gathering in Vancouver.

Portland was wonderful.Seattl ymagnificient.Vancouver,glorious.

That breakfast hour at Hotel Vancouver shall go down in Kiwanis
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History,at least with our Californisa delegation.Here for the first

time were the kilted bag pivers in all their glory and gaudy,gcotch
attire.Here the local Kiwanis| Glee Club‘gggg sweet songs to their
visitors from the suﬁny southi, And here,too,were we thrilled for
the first time by the immortal "Alluette”. (Sing)
The glad hand of the British subject clasped that of his
brother from another land.%er was sung "America” and "God Save
the Xing" to the same melody and almost in the same bresth.
(tnsert—Cealsfornia) The Stars| and Stripes were unfurled and
presented to the Vancouver Club amidst luszfand enthusiastic
apvlause.Then,that stirring s{eech of acceptance by President
Charley Bruce which shall be forgotten only when the last listener
from this @olden State shall have passed beyond the portals‘of
the wolden Gate sbove.Those sentiments of cordiality and welcomse
are still resounding in our egrs.stretched out toward us I cah~
still see that friendly hand of Canadian good will.That unmistaked-
ly wholehearted acceptance of jour American flag was profoundly
indicative ofl&%ternational Brotherhood of Man.In short,here was
the spirit of Kiwanis exemvlified after a fashion I had never
experienced before.
As if all which occured at this memorable breakfast hour

was not sufficient to elate and edify our party from Californis,
listen tot the seﬁtiments of the following ballad as sung with
much gusto by 200 Vancouver men and woﬁen to the tune of an old
English air. (Read verses) 'Gili’\fovh £7'~ i

Yes,and Vancouver shall be remembered by Californis Xiwanians
for many a day as well.

Ad journment with regrets,bnt not until we had paid a rever-
ential visit to the Harding Memorial where fitting ceremonies were
held.

Up the Frazer River canyon into the heart of the Canadian
Rockies and to Jasver National Park,wheae for several hours we

recessed;and motored or hiked;and’gylt@d and refreshed at this




beautiful and balmy oasis iI the Dominion of "Canads Bry®.

For many miles along thg banks of the

a thousand inland lakes whoge

barked gquaking aspen.Here i

Athabasks,and vassing

shores were fringed by the white

the mink and otter.Here is the

male tail deer and the inco rarable grizzly bear.

But we must forget the |charms of this northern lsnd lest

there be interference with t e subject in hand.

Ye are now
Hostelry we behold thru its wi
world ,and veculiarly wonderfi
illuminating the dsrkness of
of candle power generated by i
An evening session here.s

the bridge tournament on bosx

ions and rehearsals for the m

at Niagara P lls.Dining in the spacious Canadian

ndows the seventh wonder of the

11l as we gaze on this giant cataract

night thru the agency of millions

ts very waters.

ongs,to be sure.Awarding prizes for

d train,inspirationﬂaddress,instruct-

ain event at liontresl.

I come now to part 2 of‘my theme. And with brevity and dis-

pateh it shall be my endesvor
asvects of probably the most i
International Convention ever
A convention such as this

You can not attend them all.Yo
what takes place,not the detai
those functions which are like
own club.To do this was the ch
Montreal.
The Forum meetings,the C
called for our attention to th
ings. Bach has its indisputabl
Convention,and there is s cert

three activities which £0 to m

to touch upon but a few of the
nteresting and most instructive

held under the colors of Kiwanis.
consists of a multitude of activities.
u can digest only the essence of

ls. A delegate elects to take in

ly to be of most concern to his

2

ief aim of your representatives at . o

on‘erences,and the District dihneers
e exclusion of many other Proceed-

e place at an International

2in correlation between all of these

ake for the convention in the large.

At the morning conference
similtaneously under way at ea

concrete ideas of Kiwanis work

,anad there were six of these
h day at 8 A.li., we grasved more

8 clearer enlightenment of how
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8 Kiwanis Club should be run
source of information.

Here were read reports
district commbdttee chairmen.
discussion,a critical analys
conclusions as to the best p
activities.Here,too,were dis
cerhing any and all subjects
in which any unit such as oul
be interested.Faturally some
found their way into the gen
¥Much of the
ment to the distriet trustee

suopposed to

conference vnrogr

impart as best he

,than from any other gathering or

of district officers and the various

Then and there developed an open
is of these revports,as well as some
roceedure for future work in club

cussions and understandings con-

,including election of officers,

r California-Nevada District should
of the subjects dwelt upon here
eral assembly for finsl action.

am was calculated to give enlighten-
,who ,upon returning to his club is

mey any and all impressions of

B

useful import.

On separate sheets I have jotted down many of the most

important suggestions gleane
ALy

not permit téﬁdW%ll upon the
to oresent today on the many
workings of a Kiwanis Club m
be brought to light for you

The Forum qﬁ/Montreal

*{ & \t
s0 spacious in pert that onls

required to accomodate tgﬁlo
Here was the rendevous for a
at these sessions;but everyb
from the platform or the flo

As the results of thes
into the columns of the Xiw

or two swectacular events.

from these conferences.Time will
= here.wgat we may not be permitted
points of interest as concerns the
y,hereafte{)and from time to time
interest and education.
s an auditorium of great capacity,
a vortion of its floor space was
000 Kiwenians and friends assembled.
l.International officers held sway .
man was vorivaleged to lend his voice
Te
meetings are to find their way

is magazine I will stress only one
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body high above the audit-
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8 location.Suddenly,and asﬂﬂ‘
siness program at hand,our bojs broke
tily and in wonderful fashion.For us
e convention.The cheers were deafen-
1l ran higher the spirit of Kiwanis.

® put on against a white baekground

icture machines were making the most

ts were busy in the vreparation of

and laudsble comment.Californis

ational Convention to a degree that

no other district c¢ould,or di? ,20proach.

But this was not.all.ln‘
prize in the @old Division,Cal

rivals.Again our boys sang "Hg

I would like very much 1
again,our time is short.sSuffic

in its various enochs,was snec

the contest fpr the attendance
ifornia-levada had eclivpsed all

il Hell Hati®.

o tell you of"Canadian night".But
e it to say that Canadian history,

tacuzlarly vortrayed in tablauX and

in scene.The care free 1life of¥ the French settlers,the contented

Scoteh,the ambitious inglish a

were depicted in beautiful set
the least exhilarating of the
was the lusty singing of that
song”Alauette”.This was the ke

Performance.By it,we were thri

lontresl we were captured by th

swing.This little "Skylark" of

once led by Jules Brazill,was n
that its echos are still reverb

entire nerformance,at every lul

nd the crafty sons of Brin;- g1l
tings of history and romance.ind not
program of that memorable night
forevermore immortal French folk

y song extroardinary of the entire

1led in far away Vancouver.In

e beauty of its simplicity and
8 song,for that is its meaning,
epeated so many times that night

erating in our ears.juring the

1 and every pause
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10,000 chanteurs of Xiwsnis|Klan broke loose with "Alsuette".

At the close of Canadanian Night two little waifs,one

representing Uncle Sam,the Dther ,Canadian Joe XKanuck medt

midway on the stage and shook the hsnds of International love

N
and good will.I wish it wer

within my power and that time would

vermit to give you a vpen vi¢ture of that function known as

"Districet Dirnner".There wer

many of these,each held at different

hostelries on the second convention night.

Kiwanians,wives and friends from the Pacific Coast states,

including western Cansda,feasted and sang together.All were havpoy.

Comolimentary words were exc

anged here.International officers

and other men of high vnositilon came and spoke and passed out to

some other gathering of like
music of the bag vipe,or by

A district dinner at sn Inte

character,and always escorted by the
ur own Dollar and Uwenty Cent Band.

national Convention establishes g

high standard,and unmistaké&@y teaches the true worth of loecal

Kiwanis social functions.

Po point out that dancing constitutes the closing scene

would be superfluous of course.Your reoresentatives from the

Healdsburg Club received both inspiration and thrill from this

varticular assemblage.We recd

mend that gatherings of this nature

be far more freguent right here at home.

Before closing I glean firom my little note book just a few

cryptic observations:

Go back to your club and renort something.

Do not simply say "We had a good time."

While in Canada the oresumvotion is in our favor.

Take back greater conception,higher idealism of Kiwanis.

Delegate is now in better vosition to councel with his

fellow members

Running a Kiwanis is just horse sense vlus inspiration

at times wmerspiration.
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Consider every man of certain classification befor meking
your selectione.

Do not overlook the man of lesser resvonsibility~-~

The subordinate of today is the leader of tomorrow.
Select the men who represent the cross section of commuri-
ity thought and activity.

Kiwanis has come to a full stature of manhood.

Do not vwermit your club to become childish.

Together with sociability and levity,function within an
atmosvhere of serious inftent.

Do things.Get Behind substantial movements.
Create a sound and wholesome oublic opinion.

Get the community largely to finance your constructive
undertakings.

Keep in mind the child,the boy.Name a committee on vocational
guidance.Help the boy select his life work.

Make the most of music. Sing,"Keep the Home Fires Burning.™
Be joyful and happy in yéur club work.

Attend luncheons or resig

[ 3

If you do not exmvect to attend regularly,why joine.

If you do not intend to play your little part,give some active

man a chance.
Officers,committe men,inspire your members.

Insviration is the dynamo that makes the wheels go round.

If your club is lacking either in horse sense or inspiration,
. take stock,dismiss the drift wood ,reorganize,take in men of
red timber and go to the bat.
Read Xiwanis Convention Magazine and get what you cannot
expect from a delegates report.

Identify yourselves with public affairs

Xeep out of politices.Citizens are watching you.
Investigate needs of comm nity.

Tnagurate movements lost sight of by other agencies.

Work hand in hand with Chdmber of Commerce.,

Keep in harmony with other service clubse.
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Take the lead.We are the |biggest and best.

Plan upon some objective.Whip into lihe all community agencies
and put the job across. | o

Do something of outstanding nature or your club will be a
weakling.

w

Work ,have a good time,and never forget the dignity presumed
in officers and members of Xiwanis Intermationsal.

Kembers of the Healdsburg Kiwanis Club,in return for your con-
siderate action in nominating me as your district Trustee,and in

facilitating my trip to Montréal to represent you at the late

International Convention,I am grateful to a degree more than I
can express.To me,this onportLﬁity to get at the heart of Xiwanis
teachings has been nothing short of s revelation.I pledge my best
efforts in the future of this,our Healdsburg club, as well as to
strive to H%me iittle bit foj Kiwanis International.

I thank you one and all.

S
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