THE BUILDER

Kiwanis

June 2026 Volume 102 No. 9 Regular Tuesday meetings at the

The Healdsburg Kiwanis Third Annual Texas Hold’em
Tournament - So Ya Wanna Play some Poker, Do Ya?

Jun23:

Villa Chanticleer Annex.
Meeting Dates:
Jun 2: Debby Dormire & Lucy

Lewand take us to Alaska.
Jun 9: Jerry Ogden "A Simple
Gesture"

Jun 16: Anna Grant takes us on a
hike back packing in the desert.

Jun 30: - Kiwanis night at Prune
Packers.

The Healdsburg Kiwanis Club
meets Tuesday noon except the
Last Tuesday of the month is an
For information about the
Healdsburg Kiwanis Club Contact
President Liz Bippart

707-227-4314. or Secretary Melanie

Our 34 Annual Texas Hold’em Tournament held at the Longboard Barrel | Tavlor 707-953-7240.

Room on May 31 was again a roaring success. Ninety-four players competed for 8
fabulous, donated prizes that had a total value of over $10,000. Dick Bugarske kicked off the
fun promptly at 11:00 am, welcoming the players and explaining why we are all here followed
by Pit boss Pennylee Christenson explaining the house rules.

The buy in was $100, which bought $1,000 worth of play money chips. Players were
permitted a supplemental one-time purchase of $500 in chips for $50 when they ran out before
lunch break. The 8 winners of last year’s tournament had a bounty on their head of $500. That
meant that if a player put the wanted guy out, he/she would get another $500 in chips to keep
playing.

Play started promptly at 11:00 am, broke for lunch at 12:30 and resumed at 1:00 Pit
boss Pennylee called the game by 3:30 when only 8 players remained. The remaining 8 players
counted their chips and the 8 prize winners (photo Page 2) were determined by chip count.

Thanks to our event leadership led by Susan Sheehy and assisted by Nancy Arsenal,
and other members who helped and/or played. Special thanks to our major sponsors,
Longboard for the great venue and wine, Agave for the delicious lunch, and Fogbelt for beer,
as well as our other sponsors listed in photo (rt).

We are gathering expenses and finalizing income but we are pretty confident that
we will be in the $5000 to $7000 net range earmarked for our Memorial Scholarship Fund.

Everyone had a great time for a great cause! ] ; ;
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Texas Hold’em Photos

The Texas Hold’em 2026 Winners!
Ryan Sydney Dale Chris Sami Steve Nick Douglas
Gianni Beale Candelaria Thompson Stevens Kamiji Thompson Curl

Longoard owner Oded Shakked .
presented Kiwanis Distinguished Anna prepares to pig out on Agave grub
Service Award

Our Longboard hosts
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Celebrating the annual FFA Twilight
Parade and Fair

This year we again made some major
changes in our food sales at the Fair. We
stepped back and let the Healdsburg High
Culinary Class and the Key Club take the
lead and we shared the profits 50/50.

The HHS recently purchased a used
food truck and a trailer mounted wood burning pizza
oven using available unused funds from a grant. Shop
students painted and decorated the truck exterior and
prepared the inside of the cab for cooking, sales, and
making pizza.

The hard-working culinary and key club group
assisted by our club members prepared, baked and
served an amazing number of pizzas during the
Thursday evening and Friday shifts. All Pizza dough was
used up by the Thursday PM shift, and the Booth was
closed Friday.

We cleared $2,800 in those 14 hours with HHS
Culinary and Kiwanis splitting the net 50-50!

A great success for high school culinary and Key Club
students! A new era has begun!

» Melanie co_u_>|1t_§wthe $$
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Healdsburg Kiwanis
Club Officers 2024-2025

President — Liz Bippart

President Elect - Barbara Erickson
Secretary — Melanie Taylor

Admin. Treasurer - Richard Bugarske
Project Treasurer - Ron Dobley

Past President - Eric Frost

Board of Directors

Loretta Strong
Susan Sheehy

Jerry Strong
Jan Gianni

Memorial Scholarship

Board of Directors

Dan Maraviglia, Chair

John (Jack) Brandt Dennis Stead
Ron Dobley Guy French
Dan Gianni Richard Yates

The Builder

Harry Jackson, Editor

Happy Birthday

Diana Blakeley — June 2
James Schmidt — June 22

Kiwanis Anniversaries

Congratulations to the following
members who joined the Kiwanis Club
during the month June

Tim Tuscany - 6-3-97

Melanie Taylor - 6-4-24

Karen Tappin 6-10-25

Tom Rackerby - 6-16-92

Robert Taylor - 6-24-86

Denny drives the Kiwanis truck

The President’s Message

Wow...May is finished! Let’s take some time to
relax and reflect.

Fifteen Healdsburg Kiwanians attended the Lt.
Governor’s visit on May 9t at Trentadue Winery hosted
by the Geyserville Club. It was a beautiful day featuring
three of the best potato salads ever!

If asked, most members would say their favorite
meeting of the year is when we honor the Students of the Month and their family
members. Twenty students spoke eloquently about their hopes and aspirations
for the future. It's a “feel good” day knowing we contribute support to these
impressive young people.

This year’s FFA Fair began a tremendous collaboration with the HHS
culinary program. It was a learning experience for over 130 students who are
learning to make pizza in their new mobile wood-fired pizza oven. With heavy
sales, the pizzas sold out after just two days. Dick reported that we cleared $2,800
in just fourteen hours of sales that will be split 50/50 between the culinary
department and us. Our Kiwanians were helpful with sales, sometimes
assembling or cutting pizza and generally helping to expedite wherever we could.
We'll be taking time to review options for next year but I'm hopeful this will be
the start of something special going forward.

Just moments ago, the third Texas Hold ‘Em tournament finished with Jan
and Dan’s son, Ryan Gianni the big winner! Our “sparkler”, aka Marie Sparks
Volunteer of the Year, Susan Sheehy is an organizing genius. Just two weeks ago
only forty plus people had purchased tickets yet ninety-four players had a
wonderful day playing poker. The bottom line is that this is the perfect kind of
fundraiser for our Club. Lots of members shared the various jobs and made the
set-up, event and clean-up easy-peasy. Of course, Susan will be re-organizing and
re-packing all the parts for next year.

Thanks to all for a great month.
Liz
The FFA Twilight Parade
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Loretta & Dick carry the Texas Hold’em sign

with Liz riding Shotgun

Kiwanis Club of Healdsburg
P. O. Box 1156
Healdsburg, CA 95448

www.healdsburgkiwanis.org

The Builder
An official Kiwanis Publication "=
Harry E. Jackson, Editor
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Board of Directors Minutes Summary
There was no Board meeting in May:

May12: Annual Students of the Month luncheon
See page 7
May 19: Taya Levine - "When the Time Comes" a new

program at the Senior Center - designed to help
residents navigate end-of-life planning and support.

When the Time Comes is Healdsburg's
community-based end-of-life resource center that helps
people face death with clarity, plan with care, and be
supported by others - reclaiming death as a deeply
human experience.

Taya described the development of the program,
resources available, and the Programs and Services.

Here is a summary of the Programs and Services
at the Senior Center:

Compassion Corner

e Drop in for a private conversation with our
Compassion Coordinator. Get help navigating your
options, completing forms, making a plan - or just
talk through what's on your mind.

Death Curious Gatherings
e Expert-led gatherings on the month's theme.
Dying to Talk About It Conversations

e A facilitated community conversation to explore
what's on your heart and mind in relation to the
same month's theme. Real talk with neighbors. No
expertise required, just your life experience.

Grief & Bereavement Group Session

e An 8-week supported space to grieve, connect, and
find your footing after loss. For anyone navigating
the death of someone they loved.

May26: Meeting canceled.

Key Club News
By Dick Bugarske

In March 1931, the Agriculture Committee of our
Club called to order the first meeting of the newly
established Garden Club of Healdsburg. Healdsburg
Kiwanis was the original sponsor of the Club. 35
members attended the meeting.

Today, the Healdsburg Garden Club has about
100 members and on Saturday June 8, the Garden Club

sold plants at the Farmer's Market with the proceeds
earmarked for HHS Scholarships. Two of our Key Club
members, Bella Abel (Fr) and Sana Katsuki (Jr) worked
from 7 am to 1 pm. The community connections
continue.

Scholarships
By Dick Bugarske

In doing research on high school scholarships,
the one statistic that stands out, and makes Healdsburg
High and the Healdsburg community unique, is that it is
rare that any high school gives over 50% of its graduates
a scholarship. The total amount of money this year was
over $500,000. A remarkable outpouring of support for
our local students for sure.

For the many teachers in our Club, there was
always the conversation about the 90 days of May.

May Birthdays

Brian Wells
asked all poker players to sing Happy
Birthday

Joandell Hahn
donated $85 for everyone to sing
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Honoring our 2026 Healdsburg High Students of the Month
-

Brady Mauritson

Henry Herrod

.

g
Ashley Jenkins
* Scholarship winner

On May 12th we welcomed our 2025-26 Students
of the Month, twenty outstanding Scholars, many of
whom are also Kiwanis Scholarship recipients. We
presented them with individual gifts (with great quotes)
and got to know them and their families. A wonderful
annual celebration that our Club began in 1926!

A male and female student is honored for each
month of the school year for a total of 20 students. Some
of the students were accompanied by parents or other
family members making for a large crowd. Each student
was asked to introduce themselves and accompanying
family, and tell us about highlights of their HHS career,
their most influential teacher(s), internship assignments,

Amairany Cruz Herrera* Amelia Wickersham*

[

Julia Vega Gallardo*

| S re
Niles Cobb

Venessa Castro Cid Liliéhna Reys Hernandez Vincenzo Loupy

Caitlyn Park

Meher Ijﬁiman Alexander Harms

y v .
% ~

Rodrigo Madrigal*

Estella Santiago Hernandez

and plans for next year. They were also asked to tell us
about a special moment during their high school years.

They will soon be off on the next phase of their
life journeys. Many of them will be attending one of our
California universities and colleges or other local schools.
Others will be attending schools further away including
Brown U, UCONN, and Clemson in South Carolina.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR

STUDENTS OF

THE MONIH!(
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Happy/Sad & other stories

Jan Gianni, happy to be off to Iowa to visit
parents, age 98/99. Sad to miss students of the month.

Denny Stead, happy Joanne’s recovery was

beyond expectations.

Susan Sheehy happy Janice attending for second
time. Also happy that cemetery cleanup was well
attended and accomplished a good cleanup.

Patti Robarts off to Southern Cal to visit family.




